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the transmission line is down or the switch is not working, none
of it can be received. We, unfortunately, are shortcircuiting our
children. We have not been giving them the correct Jewish education

because we have not stressed enough commitment, depth, relevance,

and intellectual honesty.

The sons of Kahas could not see when the Tabernacle was taken apart
because the Torah handed over piecemeal can only lead to the death
of the Jewish people, not to its constant rejuvenation. Yes, the
last sentence of the Torah portion Bamidbar is a happy sentence,
becaue it tells us that we can transmit Judaism if we only transmit

it with depth, commitment, relevance, and intellectual homesty.
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We are all in agreement that Jewish education is essential if we

are to be able to survive as Jews. Without Jewish eduction,Judaism
will not survive. The problem is, what constitutes Jewish education?
What is it that we must have in order for Jewish education to succeed?
Just sending children to any kind of school whose curriculum may

be filled with Jewish trivia will not assure that they will grow

up to be committed Jews. A generation ago when Jews still married
early and when we had lots of Jewish children (unlike today), most

of them received some sort of Jewish education. Although they learned
about the Holidays and how to daven and were prepared for their Bar
Mitzvah, many of them turned their backs on Judaism by intermarrying
and joining cults,.and others became indifferent to Judaism by becoming
non-affiliated. It seems that the Jewish education that many of

them received was not sufficient to cause them to want to remain

committed Jews.

In the Torah portion, Bamidbar,we have a strange statement. It says
that the members of the subclan of the Tribe of Levi, called Kahas,
when they went into the portable Tabernacle to carry its ‘furniture

to the mext location in the desert, were not to see the étnctuary
when it was being taken apart lest they would die. This sentence

is deubly strange because-it-ie—feund—ae the last sentence in the
Torah portion. We have a tradition that a Torah portion must always
end on a happy note. This is one of the difficulties of dividing

up a Torah portion because we must always end every Aliyah on a happy
note. Many=times \t\'len we want to split an Aliyah, we mﬂ, have
to be careful that net~enlysere ther:méh:re‘:u:en:ences m—&a the énd ‘+
paragraph, and thwggleast three sentences

from the beginning of the paragraph, but we also h‘:&v'e-goc make sure
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that this Aliyah ends on a happy note. How can we possibly say that

this Sedra ends on a happy note?

There are many types of learning. One type requires us to disassociate
ourselves from the subject matter we are studying. We are supposed

to try to not become involved with our subject matter. We are supposed
to be merely objective observers of interesting phenomena. We are

not at all to be emotionally involved. This is not Jewish educatiom.
Jewish education is meant to affect us. It is meant to motivate

us to want to live a life filled with Jewish values. Jewish education
is meant to teach values not just facts. Facts, alone, do not constitute
a Jewish education. Moreover, when Jewish education becomes just

the learning of a bunch of disjointed facts out of context, the whole

enterprise can become absurd.

When the Tabernacle in the wilderness was being taken apart those

who were to carry it were not to see it being taken apart. The reason
for this was that they would lose all respect for it. They would

see individual pieces and snatches here and there and would not understand
that all these fit into a harmonious whole. When you taite_ something
out of context,you can make it look ridiculous. This is what happens
with a lot of Jewish experiences. When they are taken out of context,
they are made to look ridiculous, and people do not any longer respect
them or appreciate them. How many bad jokes have been made about

the mikvah? It is very strange, too, since the whole Christian concept
of baptism comes from our mikvah. Today, too, in an era in which
women's rights are trumpeted, it is hard to understand why the mikvah,
which gave and gives women great dignity and control over sex, is

still disparaged. The same goes for many other Jewish concepts.
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We now understand the importance of the food chain and the effect

of ingested chemicals on man,yet kashruth is still ridiculed, etc.

Learning isolated disjointed facts does not lead to a correct appreciation
of a way of life unless that way of life is the basis of the culture
and everyone understands the basic premises upon which that culture
rests. In America today everyone understands the basis of America:
freedom, self-government, respect for the individual, etc. Therefore,
learning individual facts of American history buttresses and enhances
an already previously made commitment to a particular way of life.

The same is true of Judaism. Learning isolated disjointed facts

can only be useful if there is a prior comnmitment to the Jewish way

of life. That's why the rabbis tell us the fire that burned on the
altar of the Tabernacle was never allowed to be extinguished. Even
when the altar was maved along with the rest of the portable Tabernacle,
the fire was never extinguished. Even when the altar was covered

with a cloth, a metal plate separated the fire from the cloth covering

and allowed it to keep burning. Fire, of course, is a symbol of
commitment in the Jewish religion. ¢

The Ner Tamid, or eternal light, which burns in every synagogue,

is a symbol of the Jewish people's eternal devotion to Judaism.

The most important ingredient in any Jewish education is commitment.
A student should not be learning things in order to pass a test or
even to acquire a skill. A student should learn things which will
allow him to live a more meaningful life and, through the things

he is learning, bring redemption to the world. The student must

be made to feel that not only do the things he learns enhance his

life but they are important for the world, too. The world needs
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him to be a Jew.

One of the reasons why the Zionists at the turn of the century were
successful was because they were not just creating a Jewish State
for themselves, but they were creating it to be a light unto the
nations. We are Jews not just for ourselves, but because the world
needs the message of Judaism. That's why we learn that if the Jewish
people on Mount Sinai would not have accepted the Torah, G-d would
not have permitted the world to exist any longer. The most important
elements in Jewish education should be the realization by the students
that they are learning something which they need in order to lead

a fulfilling and n;eaningful life, and which the world needs if there
is ever going to be peace, justice, and brotherhood in the world.
They are not just learning quaint customs. They are learning how

to be a light to humanity.

Many times you will find that students who come from homes in which
there is a great deal of Jewish observance but whose pare:ntu wock
their own observances by alv:lays excusing themselves by sfaying, "This

is the way I grew up" or "I can't help being this way'", end up almost
always abandoning most Jewish observances while, on the other hand,
children who are raised in homes where the parents who, for one reason
or another have not ‘been able to oi:serve as much of the Jewish religion
as they would like but who know Judaism's importance and who try

to impress upon their children that importance of Judaism for their

lives and the world, end up to be more observant than their parents.

It is this commitment to see Judaism not as a group of customs and
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ceremonies or as a way of identifying with ancestors, but as a way
of life which the world desperately needs and which will enhance

each individual's life, which allows Jewish education to have an

effect on the child. That's why the word "Bala", "taking apart the

wen TlKon ot e Sarue) -, J
Sewsswa®y'', was used, This word "Bala" we can also translateae
-sot=ltake apazto.but as "when they swallow." '"They should not come
to see uhen‘w swallows the Holy and thes die." When people look
1s

at religion as something that just wallow’,l as just another experience

like going to the movies or going to a ball game, then it will die.
The Jewish religion, to our children, must be more than just another
experience. It must the "the™ experience’ of their life. It must

—
give them mission and purpose. Our Jewish education must do more
than teach facts. It must also teach commitment. The fire must
burn even when sometimes, because of circumstances, parts of Judaism
are covered. Our children must believe that the world needs Judaism,
and that they need it personmally.

FRUSES

The rabbis tell us that W»qhe“l‘orah g'iveru with
fire, with water, and in the wilderness. The fire of cog;mitnent
must always burn bright if the Torah is to have any effect on a person.
Water is a symbol of purity and depth. The trouble with much of
Jewish education today is that it has no depth. The kids say that
they are bored, that they have learned it all before. It is just
repetitive. The reason is that there is no intellectual depth to
a lot of our education. The kids just learn a lot of disjointed
facts, surface customs, ceremonies, prayers which are not related

to anything. Depth is necessary in order for a person to feel that

1 hi
the learning can elevate Msnd can purify eho’!l Unfortunately,
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there is very little depth in most Jewish education today.

Also, the Torah was given in the wilderness. In Hebrew "wilderness"
is "Midbar." Midbar also means "speech" or "talk." We must train
our children in such a way that they believe that the tradition speaks
to them, that it is relevant to their lives. Also, just like inm

a wilderness, a person has to have the correct tools in order to
survive. We must equip our children with the correct tools so they
can look up things in the sources, themselves. In the wilderness

you cannot depend on others for all your sustenance. Jewish learning
should equip our children to be able to look up things that bother

(:hemI in the sourcés, themesduws. Most Jewish youngsters, if they

have a problem, would not even think of looking if%our tradition

for the solution to their problems. They would look into secular
learning or in other places. They do not realize the richness of
our sources. Many of our youngsters are drawn to cults because they
do not know anything about Jewish mysticism or ethics, etc. We have
presented to our children a type of superficial nntisepti'c Judaism

.
which they do not feel is relevant to their lives at all.

The holiday of Shavuos is almost upon us. On this holiday the Jewish
people received the Torah. The Torah only became part .of the Jewish
people's lives because we accepted it with fire, with water, and

in the wilderness. We, too, must transmit the Torah to our children
with commitment, with depth, and with relevance and intellectual
honesty if we want them to accept it and live it, too. The Torah

is like an electrical circuit. If any piece of it is missing, then

it will not turn on or turn us on. The power may be there but since




